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PARKS FOR PEOPLE INITIATIVE 

809. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Environment: 

I understand the Liberal–National government’s Parks for People initiative is delivering significant tourism and 
economic benefits across our state. Can the minister please update the house on the massive increase we have 
seen in the number of people visiting our wonderful parks? 

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 

I thank the member for Vasse for the question. A key philosophy that this government has taken to the 
environment portfolio over the past two terms is one of allowing for and, indeed, facilitating access into our 
conservation estate for Western Australians so that they can continue to have an appreciation of these areas and 
of why it is so important that we look after them. Through our Parks for People program, this government is 
delivering 450 new caravanning and camping bays throughout Western Australia, and an upgrade to visitor 
infrastructure that has not been seen in decades. This includes upgrades to areas such as Conto campground in 
the Leeuwin-Naturaliste region, right near the member for Vasse’s electorate. That is a very significant 
campground. It also includes upgrades to Torndirrup National Park, which we have spoken about in this place 
before, in the member for Albany’s electorate, and the soon-to-be-delivered Murchison Gorge lookouts in 
Kalbarri National Park, in the member for Moore’s electorate, as well as sealing the road into Nature’s Window 
and the Z-Bend. These are just a few examples of the significant investment in parks visitor infrastructure 
provided by this government. The whole reason we have made this investment is so that we can see more 
Western Australians enjoying our conservation estate, and it is working even better than we had expected. In 
2006–07, visitation to our national parks was around 12.05 million people a year. As of 2015–16, the figure is 
19.75 million, which is a 64 per cent increase. 

Mr M. McGowan: That’s because we saved the old-growth forests, which you opposed. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: I will come back to that. Thank you, Leader of the Opposition. 

Under this government, there has been a 64 per cent increase in visitation to natural areas. With that, we see 
significant local economic benefit, not only in the projects as we deliver them, using local contractors and 
providing local employment opportunities, but also through the multiplier effect, particularly across regional 
communities, through tourism and related services. A recent national visitor survey found a 16.6 per cent 
increase in intrastate—Western Australian—visitation in the past 12 months. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the second and third time. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: The whole reason we have done Parks for People has been to increase domestic tourism and 
appreciation of our conservation estate. In the past 12 months alone, there has been a 24 per cent increase in the 
domestic tourism spend in Western Australia, to more than $4 billion a year. More Western Australians are 
holidaying at home, and more are spending on their holidays here at home. 

One of the key reasons for this is this Liberal–National government’s investment in home-based parks and 
facilities, as I said, built around the ethos of facilitating access to our conservation estate for better appreciation. 
I contrast that with the contribution of members opposite, who persist in the old-world view that conservation is 
about locking everything up and not allowing anybody to access it except the chosen few, trying to slow it down 
and stop appreciation. All that does is undermine the next generation’s appreciation of conservation and stifle 
our tourism industry in Western Australia. This government is incredibly proud of the results we are seeing 
through our Parks for People program. 
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